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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07-07-08 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1,2,4 and 7 are pending in this application and have been examined in 
response to application RCE filed on 07/07/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Khosla et al. (Khsola, US 6,202,061 B1). 

4. As to INDEPENDENT claim 1, Khsola discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: first display means for displaying one or more images of a plurality of 
images (fig. 5, fig.12B; a thumbnail region for displaying images is illustrated); 

a first category designation section configured to designate one category from 
among a plurality of categories, provided to each of the one or more images displayed 
through the first display section (col. 7, lines 1-4; images from the same category are 
stored in an album); 

a classification section configured to categorize each of the one or more images 
displayed through the first display section into one or more of categories designated by 
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the first category designation section (fig.9; images are classified via a user defined 
search query); 

a second category designation section configured to designate one or more 
categories among the one or more categories classified by the classification section 
(col .7, lines 1-4; images from the entire database are designated and displayed in a 
thumbnail region); 

a reduced image section configured to display reduced images of said images 
each of which belongs to any of the one or more categories designated by the second 
category designation section (col. 7, lines 1-4; images from the entire database are 
displayed in a thumbnail region); 

a selection section configured to select two or more images from among the 
reduced images displayed in the reduced image display section (fig.12E; reduced 
images from area "1251" can be selected and inserted to area "1253"): 

a comparison image display section configured to select two or more images 
selected by the selection section (fig.12E, area "1253a" and "1253b"); 

an image processing section configured to perform at least one image 
processing of reducing processing, enlarging processing, and moving processing on the 
two or more images displayed in the comparison image display section ( col.5, lines 54- 
56; a user may process selected image by "zooming", "rotating", and/or "panning" the 
image): 

a selective designation section configured to select and designate an image from 
among the images displayed through the comparison image display section (fig.8B, 
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5. As to claim 2, Khsola discloses wherein the first display section includes any one 
of a browse display section configured to display a plurality of reduced images in an 
array, and a view display section configured to display one single image (fig.5; fig.12A; 
a browse display section displays thumbnails in a thumbnail region, a view display 
section can be configured to display one picture at a time in the Album page region). 

6. As to claim 4, Khsola discloses a_storage control unit for grouping one or more 
images selected and designated through the selective designation section and storing 
the grouped images into the same area in a recording medium (fig.9, images of a same 
category are stored in an album). 

7. As to INDEPENDENT claim 7, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

9. Applicant argues that Khsola does not disclose simultaneously performing one 
of reducing, enlarging and moving of two or more images displayed in the comparison 
image display section. 
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In response to applicant's argument, the phrase "simultaneously" is not included in the 
claim language, thus not addressed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAOSHIAN SHIH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1257. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 0730-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



HSS 
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